


['he kings of minimalism moved just a few teaspoons of dirt
aere and there, resulting in a firm, fast and walkable layout.
The Saguaro Course has views of the Four Peaks
Wilderness Area and Salt River Canyon, but what's really
memorable is the subtlety of the design. The short 340-yard,
par-4 second illuminates its virtues perfectly. The fairway looks
invitingly wide, but the lefi-to-right tilt of the landing area and
an imaginatively contoured green complex ensure that
bombers who hammer a tee shot down the “safe” side of the
fairway will face a devilish chip. Coore and Crenshaw have
offered the serious golfer much more than just eye candy.
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Osprey Meadows

at Tamarack Resort

DONNELLY, IDAHO

7,319 yards, par 72; Greens fees: $75-5119
208-325-1030, tamarackidaho.com

Robert Trent Jones Jr. hadn't left his design imprint in
Idaho since his success at Sun Valley more than 30
years ago, butit’s clear that he still knows how to mine
nuggets in the Gem State.

Tamarack is [daho’s newest ski destination, so it’s
no surprise that the tips here are known as the double-
diamond tees. But it's not the length that challenges
you (thanks to the 5,000-foot elevation, the 7,300-plus
yards plays more like 6,600 yards). Rather, it's RT]’s
artfully placed bunkers, plus an assortment of lakes,
streams and wetlands that ratchet up the high scores.
The strength of the layout lies in its quintet of par 5s,
notably the 608-yard 4th, which eases past a {ly-
fishing lake, and the 547-yard 18th, which climbs
uphill toward the Members’ Lodge & Spa.

The eighth hole
at Tamarack’s
Osprey Meadows.

Lederach Golf Club

HARLEYSVILLE, PA.
7023 yards, par 71; Greens fees: $40-875
215-513-3034, lederachgoifclub.com

Any course whose name is pronounced “Let ’er rock”
and that is situated in a place called Harleysville has
got to be a wild ride. This Kelly Blake Moran design
is just that. Located 10 miles northwest of suburban
Philadelphia, it opened in April, and folks have been
three-putting ever since. Moran molded open farmland
to yield numerous shot-making options, tossed in
some blind bunkers and cunningly carved swales, and
used green contouring to amp up the challenge. The
result may confuse the first-time visitor, but will
delight purists.
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